DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

in Berlin proved to be quite unfounded. Just as the
anti-monarchical agitation in England died com-
pletely down when, in 1871, the Prince of Wales lay
desperately ill of typhoid fever, so now Berlin gave a
welcome of warm sympathy to the old lady who had
come to say farewell to her beloved son-in-law, and
to give comfort and support to her daughter.
Bismarck's campaign in the Press was an entire
failure, but for himself, in compensation, there was
a very pleasant surprise. She willingly gave him
the interview he asked for, and though when she was
in England he could be jocose about the authoritative
power of her will, he was in considerable awe of her
personally and was very nervous about this dialogue.
To his great relief he found that she cordially agreed
with him about the impossibility of the marriage.
They agreed also that William was most ignorant of
foreign affairs, and Bismarck assured her that he
should never be Regent while his father lived, and
that he would stand by the Empress in the days that
were coming.

The Queen had gone to Berlin to make things
easier for her daughter, and she had a grandmotherly
talk to William : he promised that he would behave
better to his mother. But with her departure to
England, all the wretched wrangles broke out more
violently than ever. The German surgeon Berg-
mann, by some incredible awkwardness caused fresh
damage to the Emperor's throat, and Mackenzie
threatened that if he was allowed to touch the patient
again, he himself would have nothing more to do
with the case. Bergmann retired and William took
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